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fil-Hajja Pubblika

RAPPORT DWAR INVESTIGAZZJONI

Kaz Nru: K/076

Allegazzjoni: Uzu ta’ fondi pubbli¢i ghall-produzzjoni ta’ materijal
ippubblikat fuq il-pagna personali ta’ ministru fuq
Facebook

limentatur: lI-Prof. Arnold Cassola

Data tal-liment: 18 ta’ April 2025

Data ta’ Dan ir-Rapport: 8 ta’ Gunju 2026

L-liment

1. Fit-18 ta’ April 2025 il-Professur Arnold Cassola, Chairperson tal-partit
Momentum (l-llmentatur), kiteb lil dan |-Ufficcju biex jitlob investigazzjoni tal-
Onor. Chris Bonett, Ministru ghall-Mobbilta Sostenibbli. Dak iz-zmien |-Onor.
Bonett kien il-Ministru ghat-Trasport, |-Infrastruttura u x-Xoghlijiet Pubblici.

2. L-llmentatur qal li I-Ministeru ghat-Trasport habbar li kien se jkun hemm
400 rotta gdida tat-trasport pubbliku, u pproduca filmat biex jippubblicizza dan
il-fatt. L-llmentatur gal li l-awtorita Transport Malta u Malta Public Transport
(il-kumpanija li topera I-karozzi tal-linja) ukoll taw kontribut ghall-produzzjoni
tal-filmat. Kompla jghid:

Imma minflok ma I-video gie mxandar fuq is-sit tal-Ministeru tat-
Trasport, skont ir-regoli stabbiliti mill-Kummissarju Hyzler u ribaditi
ripetutament minnek, dan il-video gie mxandar direttament fuq il-
Facebook tal-Ministru Chris Bonett.

Appartil-ksur tar-regoli, dana ma huwa xejn hlief att ta’ sfida tas-suddett
Ministru lejn I-awtorita tal-Kummissarju tal-Istandards.

Nitolbok ghalhekk tinvestiga dan il-ksur ta’ etika.

Uffic¢ju tal-Kummissarju ghall-Istandards fil-Hajja Pubblika, 11, Triq San Pawl, il-Belt Valletta VLT 1210, Malta
(+356) 2726 9593  office@standardscommissioner.mt ~ www.standardscommissioner.mt




H

Kummissarju ghall-Istandards
fil-Hajja Pubblika

3. L-ilment shih huwa anness ma’ dan ir-rapport bhala d-Dokument 1.

4.  Aktar tard dakinhar stess |-llmentatur rega’ baghat I-ilment tieghu biz-
zieda tal-kliem “Sal-mument li ged nikteb, dan il-video la gieghed fugq is-sit tal-
Ministeru, la s-sit ta’ Transport Malta u langas fuq is-sit tal-Malta Public
Transport.” Dan il-messagg huwa anness bhala d-Dokument 2.

5. [I-filmat in kwistjoni hu twil 41 sekonda u jhabbar l-introduzzjoni ta’ rotot
godda tat-trasport pubbliku u ohrajn estizi, b’zieda ta’ 400 vjagg kuljum. FI-
ahhar tal-filmat jidhru I-logos tal-Ministeru ghat-Trasport, Transport Malta u
Malta Public Transport. lI-Ministru Bonett la jidher u langas jissemma fil-filmat.

6. [I-filmat ittella’ fuq il-pagna personali tal-Ministru fuq Facebook fis-17 ta’
April 2025, jum gabel ma sar l-ilment. Fil-21 ta’ April 2025 il-filmat ittella” wkoll
fuq il-pagna ufficjali tal-ministeru fug Facebook (imsejha “Infrastruttura”), kif
ukoll fuq il-pagna ufficjali ta’ Transport Malta fuq l-istess sit.

Il-Kuntest

7. Fis-7 ta’ Mejju 2020 l-ewwel Kummissarju ghall-Istandards fil-Hajja
Pubblika, Dr George Marius Hyzler, hareg rapport dwar l-uzu tal-mezzi socjali
mill-ministri.? [l-kummissarju Hyzler sab li kienet prattika komuni li ministri
juzaw rizorsi pubblici fil-produzzjoni ta’ materjal biex jixxandar mill-pagni
personali taghhom fuq il-mezzi so¢jali. II-Kkummissarju Hyzler deherlu lidan ma
kienx uzu xieraq ta’ fondi pubblici.

8. Fir-rapport tieghu, il-kummissarju Hyzler inkluda linji gwida dwar Il-uzu
tal-mezzi socjali mill-ministri u s-segretarji parlamentari. Dawn il-linji gwida
geghdin jigu riprodotti hawn bhala d-Dokument 3, u se jitgieghdu wkoll fuq is-
sit elettroniku ta’ dan l-uffic¢ju bhala dokument separat.

9. Fost affarijiet ohra, il-linji gwida jghidu li:
(a) ghandu jkun hemm distinzjoni cara bejn il-pagna ufficjali ta’ ministeru
fuq il-mezzi so¢jali, u I-pagna personali ta” ministru; u

(b) fl-ebda cirkostanzi m’ghandhom jintuzaw flejjes pubblici fuq il-pagna
personali ta’ ministru, langas fil-produzzjoni ta’ materjal dwar |-

1 Rapport dwar il-kaz K/010, a¢cessibbli minn https://standardscommissioner.mt/wp-
content/uploads/Commissioner-for-Standards-case-report-K010.pdf.
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attivitajiet ufficjali tal-ministru, jekk dan il-materjal hu mahsub biex jigi
ppubblikat fuq il-pagna personali tieghu; izda

(¢) materjal ufficjali |i diga deher fug pagna ufficjali jista’ jigi mgassam
(shared) mill-pagna personali tal-ministru, sakemm ikun car li I-materjal
origina minn sors uffi¢jali; u

(d) materjal uffi¢jali li gie prodott bil-ghan li jintuza ghal skop uffi¢jali, izda
ma ntuzax ghal dan il-ghan, jista’ jintuza fil-pagna personali ta’ ministru,
basta s-sors jigi rikonoxxut.

10. Is-sottoskritt jifhem li I-llmentatur ged jirreferi ghal dawn il-linji gwida
fejn jghid “ir-regoli stabbiliti mill-Kummissarju Hyzler”.

11. Fir-rapport tieghu ta’ Mejju 2020 il-Kummissarju Hyzler habbar li kellu
laggha dwar I|-uzu tal-mezzi so¢jali mal-Onor. Glenn Bedingfield, dak iz-zmien
Whip tal-grupp parlamentari tal-gvern, u I-Onor. Dr Edward Zammit Lewis, dak
iz-zmien Ministru ghall-Gustizzja, I-Ugwaljanza u |I-Governanza. ll-Kkummissarju
gal ukoll li wara din il-laggha, lesta abbozz tal-linji gwida u ghaddih lill-Onor.
Bedingfield u lill-Ministru Zammit Lewis. Aktar tard il-Ministru Zammit Lewis
informa [-Kummissarju li I-gvern aécetta I-linji gwida, u b’hekk il-ministri u s-
segretarji parlamentari ntrabtu li jsegwuhom. Fir-rapport tieghu, il-
Kummissarju gal li dan kien zvilupp pozittiv li kellu jwassal ghal titjib fl-
istandards tal-hajja pubblika bil-kooperazzjoni attiva tal-gvern.

Decizjoni li Ssir Investigazzjoni

12. Is-sottoskritt deherlu li I-ilment prezenti kien jimmerita investigazzjoni.
Id-dispozizzjonijiet relevanti tal-Kodic¢i ta’ Etika ghall-Ministri u Segretarji
Parlamentari, li jinsab fit-tieni skeda tal-Att dwar Standards fil-Hajja Pubblika
(il-kapitolu 570 tal-ligijiet ta’ Malta), huma dawn li gejjin:

4.9 lI-Ministri ghandhom izommu separati r-rwoli taghhom bhala
Ministri u bhala Deputati, kif ukoll ir-rwol taghhom bhala membru ta’
partit politiku.

4.10 IlI-Ministri ghandhom jirrispettaw il-principju tal-imparzjalita
politika tas-servizz pubbliku.

5.3 Diligenza — ladarba I-Ministri jamministraw beni pubblici, f'isem il-
pubbliku ingenerali, ghandhom jezercitaw Il-oghla livell ta’ diligenza
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inkluz fl-infig ta’ fondi pubblici, kif ukoll ghandhom jahdmu b’ghaqal u
bzulija fit-twettiq tad-doveri taghhom.

7.4 lI-Ministri ghandhom jirrispettaw I-imparzjalita tas-servizz pubbliku
u jaraw illi I-influwenza taghhom fuq is-servizz pubbliku ma tkunx
abbuzata. Il-Ministri ghandhom id-dover li qabel jaslu ghal xi decizjoni
huma jaghtu kunsiderazzjoni xierqa lill-firxa kemm jista’ jkun wiesgha ta’
pariri, inkluz billi jaghtu piz lill-parir infurmat u imparzjali tal-ufficjali jew

impjegati pubblici.

Procedura tal-Investigazzjoni

13. Fit-13 ta’ Mejju 2025, is-sottoskritt kiteb lill-Ministru Chris Bonett biex
jirreferilu Il-ilment u jitlob il-veduti tieghu dwaru (Dokument 4). B’'mod
partikolari, il-Ministru Bonett intalab jghid:

(@) kemm intefqu flus fuq I-produzzjoni tal-filmat in kwistjoni;

(b) jekk bix-xandir tal-filmat mill-pagna personali tieghu gietx rispettata d-
distinzjoni bejn l-irwol uffi¢jali tieghu bhala ministru u I-irwol tieghu
bhala politiku f'’kapacita personali;

(¢) jekk il-filmat jaffettwax I-imparzjalita tas-servizz pubbliku, peress li I-
pagamenti ghalih prezumibbilment gew approvati minn ufficjal pubbliku
minkejja li I-filmat ixxandar mill-pagna personali tieghu; u

(d) jekkil-filmat ixxandarx ukoll minn mezzi uffi¢jali, u fl-affermattiv, x’kienu
dawn il-mezzi u meta xxandar il-filmat fughom ghall-ewwel darba.

14. Il-Ministru Bonett wiegeb permezz ta’ ittra datata 10 ta’ Gunju 2025
(Dokument 5). Huwa qgal li I-filmat tgassam lill-midja indipendenti gabel ittella’
fug il-pagna tieghu fuq Facebook. ll-filmat tgassam lill-istazzjonijiet tat-
televizjoni NET u TVM fis-17 ta’ April 2025 bejn |-10:30 u |-10:43 ta’ filghodu,
mentri ttella’ fuq il-pagna tieghu fis-14:00 tal-istess jum.

15. II-Ministru Bonett irrefera ghal-linji gwida dwar ir-riklami u |-materjal
promozzjonali tal-gvern li nhargu mill-Kummissarju Hyzler fit-2 ta” Awwissu
2021,2 u qal li I-filmat kien konformi ma’ dawn il-linji gwida.

2 Ara https://standardscommissioner.mt/wp-content/uploads/guidelines-government-

advertising-promotional-material.pdf.
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16. II-Ministru qal li I-produzzjoni tal-filmat giet tiswa €2,000. Fost affarijiet
ohra qal ukoll li t-“tixrid tal-filmat segwa kronologija xierqa u etika, billi ta
prijorita lill-midja indipendenti”, u li l-pubblikazzjoni tal-filmat fuq il-pagna
personali tieghu “kienet parti mid-dmirijiet ta’ komunikazzjoni ministerjali
tieghi u kienet konsistenti mal-imgiba ufficjali”.

17. Fil-25 ta’ Novembru 2025, is-sottoskritt rega’ kiteb lill-Ministru Bonett
(Dokument 6) biex jistagsih jekk il-filmat attwalment ixxandarx minn NET TV u
TVM, u fl-affermattiv meta sar dan.

18. [llI-Ministru Bonett wiegeb fit-12 ta’ Dicembru 2025 (Dokument 7). Qal i
I-filmat beda jixxandar minn NET u TVM fil-21 ta’ April 2025. Qal li I-filmat
tgassam ukoll lill-istazzjon ONE fis-17 ta’ April 2025 fil-10:47, jigifieri ftit wara
li tgassam lil NET u TVM, u beda jixxandar minn dan l-istazzjon fl-20 ta’ April
2025. Annetta skedi mal-ittra tieghu li juru d-dati u I-hinijiet tax-xandir tal-
filmat mill-istazzjonijiet koncernati.

19. [llI-Ministru Bonett qal ukoll li z-zmien |i ghadda bejn it-tgassim tal-filmat
lill-istazzjonijiet televizivi u x-xandir tal-filmat minnhom kien “esplicitament
decizjoni taghhom u bl-ebda mod direzzjoni tal-Ministeru li jien nokkupa”. |-
Ministru osserva li dawn kienu |-granet tal-Ghid, u dan seta’ kien fattur fid-
dewmien.

20. Is-sottoskritt gaghad fuq ir-risposti tal-Ministru u ma deherlux li |-kaz
kien jimmerita investigazzjoni ulterjuri. Ghaldagstant m’ghandux provi xi jforni
lill-Ministru ghall-finijiet tal-artikolu 18(3) tal-Att dwar Standards fil-Hajja
Pubblika, u jista’ jikkonkludi I-kaz.

Konsiderazzjonijiet

21. Hemm zewg settijiet ta’ linji gwida li potenzjalment japplikaw ghall-
filmat: dawk tas-7 ta’ Mejju 2020 dwar |-uzu tal-mezzi socjali mill-ministri u s-
segretarji parlamentari, u dawk tat-2 ta’ Awwissu 2021 dwar ir-riklami u I-
materjal promozzjonali tal-gvern.

22. ll-filmat ma fihx kontenut li jmur kontra I-linji gwida tat-2 ta’ Awwissu
2021. ll-kwistjoni li tqum fil-kaz prezenti hi jekk gewx segwiti |-linji gwida tas-7
ta’ Mejju 2020 meta I-filmat ittella’ fug il-pagna personali tal-Ministru Bonett
fuqg Facebook. Din torbot mad-dispozizzjonijiet tal-kodici ta’ etika ministerjali li
gew ikkwotati fuqg.
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23. Wiehed jista’ jara x'hin ixxandret kitba fuq Facebook billi jmexxi I-pointer
tal-mouse fug id-data li tidher mal-kitba. B’dan il-mod jirrizulta li I-filmat ittella’
fug il-pagna personali tal-Ministru Bonett fis-17 ta’ April 2025 fil-11:54 ta’
filghodu, mhux fis-14:00 ta’ wara nofsinhar. Madankollu, jibga’ |-fatt li I-filmat
tgassam lill-mezzi tax-xandir gabel ma ttella’ fuqg il-pagna tal-Ministru Bonett.

24. Id-dewmien ta’ xi granet fix-xandir tal-filmat fuq it-televizjoni halaqg
sitwazzjoni ambigwa u infelici fejn filmat ufficjali prodott permezz ta’ fondi
pubblic¢i kien ged jidher esklussivament fuq il-pagna personali tal-Ministru
minkejja li kien tqassam lill-mezzi tax-xandir. Dan izda ma jammontax ghal ksur
ta’ etika, galadarba I-Ministru ma kellu ebda sehem fid-dewmien.

Konkluzjoni

25. Ghar-ragunijiet moghtija fug, is-sottoskritt ma jsibx ksur ta’ etika min-
naha tal-Ministru Chris Bonett, u jiddikjara I-kaz maghlug.

26. Is-sitwazzjonita’ ambigwita li giet mahluga f'dan il-kaz kienet tigi evitata
kieku I-filmat ittella’ fuq il-pagna uffi¢jali tal-Ministeru ghat-Trasport u minn
hemm gie mgassam permezz tal-pagna personali tal-Ministru, kif jitolbu I-linji
gwida ta’ Mejju 2020, minflok ma ttella’ direttament fuq il-pagna personali tal-
Ministru. Fil-kaz prezenti, il-procedura mitluba mil-linji gwida setghet dehret
zejda peress li I-filmat kien diga tgassam lill-mezzi tax-xandir, izda hu proprju
dan il-kaz li jikkonferma l-importanza taghha. Is-sottoskritt jista’ jasal ghal
konkluzjoni differenti f'kazijiet futuri dwar |-uzu tal-mezzi socjali jekk din il-
procedura ma tigix segwita.

27. Kopji ta’ dan ir-rapport se jintbaghtu lill-llmentatur, lill-Ministru Chris
Bonett, u lill-Kumitat Parlamentari ghall-Istandards fil-Hajja Pubblika (la jigi
kostitwit mill-gdid) ghall-informazzjoni tieghu. Se titgieghed ukoll kopja fugq il-
website ta’ dan I-Ufficcju.

Prim Imhallef Emeritu Joseph Azzopardi
Kummissarju ghall-Istandards fil-Hajja Pubblika
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Dokumenti Annessi

Dokument 1

Dokument 2

Dokument 3

Dokument 4

Dokument 5

Dokument 6

Dokument 7

Email datata 18 ta’ April 2025 minghand il-Prof. Arnold
Cassola.

Email ohra datata 18 ta’ April 2025 minghand il-Prof. Arnold
Cassola.

Linji gwida dwar l-uzu tal-mezzi socjali mill-ministri u s-
segretarji parlamentari.

Ittra datata 13 ta’ Mejju 2025 lill-Ministru Chris Bonett.

Ittra datata 10 ta’ Gunju 2025 minghand il-Ministru Chris
Bonett.

Ittra datata 25 ta’ Novembru 2025 lill-Ministru Chris Bonett.

Ittra mibghuta lil dan |-Uffic¢ju mill-Ministru Chris Bonett fit-
12 ta’ Dicembru 2025.



DOKUMENT 1

From: Arnold Cassola

To: Charles Polidano - Office of the Commissioner for Standards in Public Life
Subject: Lment dwarvksur ta" etika mill-Ministru Chris Bonett

Date: Friday, 18 April 2025 11:35:56

Ghaziz Kummissarju Azzopardi,
Il- Ministeru tat-Trasport avza li ser ikun hemm 400 rotta gdida tat-Trasport pubbliku.

Indubbjament, ininizjattiva pozittiva u importanti biex tinkoraggixxi lis-sewwieqa jhallu I-
karozza privata d-dar.

Madankollu, anki f'inizjattiva pozittiva bhal din, il-membri tal-gvern iridu jibqghu
jasserixxu l-arroganza taghhom.

Infatti, il-Ministeru tat-Trasport nieda video ta' reklam, biex jippubblicizza dan il-fatt.
Sponsors ohrajn tal-video huma Transport Malta u Malta Public Transport.

Imma minflok ma I-video gie mxandar fuq is-sit ta-Ministeru tat -Trasport, skont ir-regoli
stabbiliti mill-Kummissarju Hyzler u ribaditi ripetutament minnek, dan il -video gie

mxandar direttamment fuq il-facebook tal-Ministru Chris Bonett.

Apparti I-ksur tar-regoli, dana ma huwa xejn hlief att ta' sfida tas-suddett Ministru lejn 1-
awtorita' tal-Kummissarju tal-istandards.

Nitolbok ghalhekk tinvestiga dan il-ksur ta' etika.

[1-video in kwistjoni huwa dan:
https://www.facebook.com/chrisbonettmt/videos/653994237556574
Inselli ghalik,

Arnold Cassola
Chairperson Momentum


https://www.facebook.com/chrisbonettmt/videos/653994237556574/

DOKUMENT 2

From: Arnold Cassola

To: Charles Polidano - Office of the Commissioner for Standards in Public Life
Subject: Aggornat: Lment dwar ksur ta" etika mill-Ministru Chris Bonett

Date: Friday, 18 April 2025 12:54:51

Ghaziz Kummissarju Azzopardi,
I1- Ministeru tat-Trasport avza li ser ikun hemm 400 rotta gdida tat-Trasport pubbliku.

Indubbjament, ininizjattiva pozittiva u importanti biex tinkoraggixxi lis-sewwieqa jhallu
1-karozza privata d-dar.

Madankollu, anki f'inizjattiva pozittiva bhal din, il-membri tal-gvern iridu jibqghu
jasserixxu l-arroganza taghhom.

Infatti, i1-Ministeru tat-Trasport nieda video ta' reklam, biex jippubblicizza dan il-fatt.
Sponsors ohrajn tal-video huma Transport Malta u Malta Public Transport.

Sal-mument li ged nikteb, dan il-video la qieghed fuq is-sit tal-Ministeru, la s-sit ta'
Transport Malta u langas fuq is-sit tal-Malta Public Transport.

Imma, minflok ma I-video gie mxandar fuq is-sit ta-Ministeru tat -Trasport, skont ir-
regoli stabbiliti mill-Kummissarju Hyzler u ribaditi ripetutament minnek, dan il -video

gie mxandar direttamment fuq il-facebook tal-Ministru Chris Bonett.

Apparti I-ksur tar-regoli, dana ma huwa xejn hlief att ta' sfida tas-suddett Ministru lejn 1-
awtorita' tal-Kummissarju tal-istandards.

Nitolbok ghalhekk tinvestiga dan il-ksur ta' etika.

[1-video in kwistjoni huwa dan:
https://www.facebook.com/chrisbonettmt/videos/653994237556574
Inselli ghalik,

Arnold Cassola
Chairperson Momentum


https://www.facebook.com/chrisbonettmt/videos/653994237556574/

DOKUMENT 3

Guidelines on the use of social media by
ministers and parliamentary secretaries

These guidelines were originally issued by the Commissioner for Standards in Public Life
on 7 May 2020 as part of his report on case K/010. As is stated in the case report, the
government was consulted over the quidelines when they were still in draft form, and it
agreed that ministers and parliamentary secretaries should adhere to them. The
guidelines are being reissued as a standalone document for greater ease of reference.

Introduction

1. These guidelines aim to establish a clear distinction between:
(a) official social media use for government communication purposes; and

(b) personal use of social media by ministers and parliamentary secretaries, in
so far as use of public funds and resources and official content are
concerned.

2.  These guidelines do not deal exhaustively with all issues arising from the use of
social media, and neither do they cover the use of specific social media tools. If it so
chooses, the government may therefore incorporate them in a broader set of
instructions on the use of social media.

The use of social media for official government communications

3.  Official use implies that social media is used for the express purpose of
communications on behalf of a ministry, department or other government entity, or of
the government as a whole. Communications may be made by the entity or government
in its own right or in connection with a specific official policy, programme or activity. The
protocols that apply when one is acting as an official representative of the government
or a government entity should be the same whether one is interacting with the press,
speaking at a conference, or using social media.

4. Official social media channels should have the following characteristics:

(a) they are financed through public funds;

(b) they are administered and maintained by public employees using public
resources and equipment, or by third parties who have been contracted by
the entity and are acting under its direction;

(c) the content of such channels is non-partisan;

(d) itis clear from the content that each channel is an official one, with the use
of official symbols and other identifying material as appropriate;
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(e) such channels aim to inform, educate, reach out to, consult, engage with or
seek feedback from the public in a transparent and accountable manner.

5.  Official social media channels should not include:
(a) personal logos;
(b) political content or partisan statements;
(c) references to unofficial activities by individuals holding state office;

(d) expressions of personal views by individuals holding state office.

The use of personal social media channels by ministers
and parliamentary secretaries

6. Personal social media use means the use of social media for purposes other than
official governmental purposes. Such purposes may relate to the user’s private life or
professional and political activities, including the expression of their political views.
Personal social media channels remain the responsibility of the individual regardless of
their profession, job or position in government.

7. Ministers and parliamentary secretaries have the same rights to free expression
as any other person. As such, ministers and parliamentary secretaries can use their social
media channels to publish content relating to their personal, social and professional lives
as well as party-political content. They can also link to or share content from official
social media channels. This is subject to any obligations arising from their official roles
that carry over to their personal behaviour, and subject to the need to maintain a clear
distinction between their private social media channels and official social media
channels.

8. Personal social media channels should adhere to the following rules:

(@)  under no circumstance should such channels benefit from public funds and
resources, whether directly or indirectly, even in relation to content that
deals with the official activities of a minister or parliamentary secretary,
except through the sharing of official content as indicated below;

(b)  such channels should not give the impression that they are official in nature;

(c) accordingly, government or other official symbols and identifiers cannot be
used, except through the sharing of official content as indicated below;

(d) official audio-visual material that has already been published can be shared,
as long as it is clear that such content is being shared from an official source;

(e) official audio-visual material that has been generated for official purposes
but not published can be used, as long as the source is acknowledged.

9.  These guidelines are summarised in graphical form on the next page.



OFFICIAL MINISTER’S
CAN A SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNEL: (MINISTRY) PERSONAL
SOCIAL MEDIA SOCIAL MEDIA
CHANNEL CHANNEL

Include content about the Minister’s official
activities?

Provide official information about the ministry’s
work?

activities?

views?

personal life?

public funds or resources?
during their working hours?
reposted official content?
third parties?

contracted using public funds?
the public domain?




DOKUMENT 4

Kummissarju ghall-Istandards - [
fil-Hajja Pubblika bl

13 ta’ Mejju 2025

L-Onor. Dr Chris Bonett
Ministru ghat-Trasport, I-Infrastruttura u
x-Xoghlijiet Pubblici

Bl-email fug chris.bonett@gov.mt

Onorevoli Ministru,

Kaz K/076 dwar ix-xandir ta’ filmat uffi¢jali permezz
tal-pagna personali tieghek fuq Facebook

Jiena gejt mitlub ninvestiga x-xandir permezz tal-pagna personali tieghek fuq
Facebook ta’ filmat ufficjali li jhabbar zieda fir-rotot tat-trasport pubbliku.
Nifhem li I-filmat in kwistjoni ttella’ fil-pagna tieghek fis-17 ta’ April 2025. L-
ilment jikkonsisti f'zewg emails datati 18 ta’ April 2025, li t-tnejn huma annessi
ma’ din l-ittra.

Jiena ged nikkunsidra dan l-ilment fid-déwl tal-artikoli 4.9, 4.10, 5.3 u 7.4 tal-
Kodici ta’ Etika ghall-Ministri u Segretarji Parlamentari, li jinsab fit-tieni skeda
tal-Att dwar Standards fil-Fajja Pubblika (il-kapitolu 570 tal-ligijiet ta’ Malta).

Inti mitlub taghti |-veduti tieghek b’mod generali dwar I-ilment, u b’'mod

partikolari tghidli:

(1) kemm intefqu flus fug I-produzzjoni tal-filmat in kwistjoni;

(2) jekk bix-xandir ta’ dan il-filmat mill-pagna personali tieghek gietx
rispettata d-distinzjoni bejn l-irwol uffi¢jali tieghek bhala membru tal-

Ezekuttiv u |-irwol tieghek bhala politiku f'’kapacita personali;

(3) jekk il-filmat jaffettwax |-imparzjalita tas-servizz pubbliku, peress li |-
pagamenti ghalih prezumibbilment gew approvati minn uffic¢jal pubbliku
minkejja li I-filmat ixxandar mill-pagna personali tieghek; u

(4) jekkil-filmat ixxandarx ukoll minn mezzi uffi¢jali, u fl-affermattiv, x'kienu
dawn il-mezzi u meta xxandar il-filmat fughom ghall-ewwel darba.

Uffic¢ju tal-Kummissarju ghall-Istandards fil-Hajja Pubblika, 11, Trig San Pawl, il-Belt Valletta VLT 1210, Malta
(+356) 27 269 593  office@standardscommissioner.mt  www.standardscommissioner.mt



- Kummissarju ghall-Istandards
| fil-Aajja Pubblika

Gentilment mitlub twiegeb sa mhux aktar tard mill-Gimgha 13 ta’ Gunju 2025.
Aktar tard tista’ tintalab tikkonferma r-risposti tieghek bil-gurament.

Insellimlek,

|

Prim'Imhallef Emeritu Joseph Azzopardi
Kummissarju ghall-Istandards fil-Hajja Pubblika



DOKUMENT 5

10 ta’ Gunju 2025

Risposta tal-Ministru ghat-Trasport, l-Infrastruttura u x-Xoghlijiet Pubblici

Re: Kaz K/076 dwar ix-xandir ta’ filmat ufficiali permezz tal-pagna personali ieghek fug
Facebook

Bir-rispett nissottometti dan [i gej bhala risposta ghall-allegat ksur tal-artikoli 4.9, 4.10,5.3u 7.4
tal-Kodici ta’ Etika ghall-Ministri u Segretarji Parlamentari li jinsab fit-tieni skeda tal-Att dwar
Standards fil-Hajja Pubblika (il-kapitolu 570 tal-ligijiet ta’ Malta):

1. Kronologija u Precedenza tat-Tgassim tal-Kontenut in kwistjoni

Huwa kruéjali Ii jigu stabbiliti I-fatti kif graw kronologikament b’referenza ghat-tqassim tal-
kontenut in kwistjoni:

e 17 t'April 2025, bejn I-10:30 — 10:43: li-filmat in kwistjoni kien imgassam mill-Ministeru
ghat-Trasport, l-infrastruttura u x-Xoghlijiet Pubbli¢i lill-Media indipendent,
specifikament NET TV {fl-10:30:47) u TVM {fI-10:43:27). Din id-decizjoni kienet fondata
fl-ghan tal-Ministeru li jinforma l-pubbliku generali dwar l-izviluppi fis-Sistema tat-
Trasport Pubbliku.

o 17 t'April 2025, fis-14:00: {I-filmat in kwistjoni kien sussegwentament imtella’ fug il-
pagna tieghi fuq il-piattaforma soéjali Facebook.

o 21 t’April 2025: L-istess filmat in kwistjoni gie mtella’ fug il-pagna ufficéjali tal-Ministeru
‘Infrastruttura’ fuq il-pjattaforma socjali Facebook.

Din is-sekwenza kjarament turi li gie milhug id-dmir tas-servizz pubbliku i jinforma lill-pubbliku,
permezz ta’ media imparzjali u indipendenti ferm QABEL ma gie ppubblikat il-kontenut fuq il-
pagna personali tieghi. B’hekk nissottometti li I-ebda precedenza ma nghatat ghal ghanijiet
personali jew partiggjani permezz tat-tgassim ta’ dan il-kontenut in ksiwtjoni.




Nissottometti wkoll Ii din il-kronologija timxi id f'id mar-Regolament 1.11 mil-Linji Gwida dwar ir-
Reklamar u I-Materjal Promozzjonali tal-Gvern Mahruga mill-Kummissarju ghall-Istandards fil-
Hajja Pubblika fit-2 ta' Awwissu 2021, li tghid:

“In addition, government advertising may be used to indirectly support the media in a fair and
transparent manner, in recognition of its vital role in a democratic society.”

Permezz tal-fatt li dan il-filmat in kwistjoni ghazilna |i jigi primarjament ikkomunikat mill-media
indipendenti, il-Ministeru agixxa bi trasparenza u skont |-obbligi eti¢i msemmija hawn fug.

2. In-Natura u I-Kontenut tal-Filmat

Il-filmat in kwistjoni huwa informattiv fl-intier tieghu, u jiffoka biss fuq rotot aggornati tat-
trasport pubbliku. Il-filmat ma fih I-ebda referenza vizwali jew verbali ghalija bhala [-Ministru, u
langas ma jinkludi xi kummentarju jew messagg politiku li jista' jigi interpretat bhala
promozzjonali jew propagandistiku.

Dan huwa f'kuntrast gawwi mas-sejbiet precedenti tal-Kummissarju f'kazijiet ohra mhux relatati
fejn instabu materjali li "jfahhru mexxej politiku u jicéelebraw it-tieni anniversarju minn meta ha
I-kariga." Ma jezistu [-ebda elementi ta' politika personali jew promozzjoni bhal dawn fil-
kontenut inkwistjoni hawnhekk.

3. Uzu tal-Midja Sodjali

ll-pagna personali tieghi ta' Facebook isservi bhala pjattaforma biex ninforma lill-pubbliku dwar
id-dmirijiet uffi¢jali kontinwi tieghi fl-irwol tieghi bhala Ministru ghat-Trasport, |-infrastruttura u
x-Xoghlijiet Pubbliéi. ll-kontenut ippubblikat hemmhekk, inkluz il-filmat in kwistjoni, jirrifletti x-
xoghol u r-responsabbiltajiet professjonali tieghi fil-maggor parti.

Importanti nsemmi, li il-linji gwida eti¢i ma jirrestringux it-tgassim ta’ kentenut dwar xoghol
ufficjali tal-gvern fug pagni personali tal-midja sogjali, spe¢jalment fejn ma jkunu prezenti l-ebda
immagni politika, slogans, jew glorifikazzjoni personali. Dan huwa konformi mar-Regolament
1.10 tal-Linji Gwida msemmija, li jirrikonoxxi d-diskrezzjoni tal-gvern fl-uzu ta' fondi pubblici biex
jikkomunika mal-pubbliku ghal skopijiet legittimi bhal:




s Providing information about matters of public interest, and
® Encouraging the take-up of public services.

L-iskop tat-tgassim ta’ dan il-filmat kien precizament biex jintlahqu dawn iz-zewg ghanijiet ta’
interess pubbliku.

4. Branding u Konformita mal-Istandards ta' Komunikazzjoni tal-Gvern

Hekk kif indikat fir-Regolament 3.10 tal-Linji Gwida:

“Ir-reklami u I-materjal promozzjonali tal-gvern ghandhom ikollhom logos ufficiali jew inkella
jaghmluha ¢ara i gew prodotti mill-gvern jew ghalih.”

{I-filmat fih branding ufficjali ¢ar, inkluzi |-logos tal-Ministeru tat-Trasport, |-Infrastruttura u x-
Xoghlijiet Pubblici, tal-Awtorita’ ta’ Malta ghat-Trasport, u wkol! tal-Malta Public Transport.

Dan jafferma aktar in-natura mhux partiggjana u uffi¢jali tal-materjal.
5. Prezz tal-produzzjoni

Finalment, H-produzzjoni giet tiswa total ta’ €2,000.

5. Konkluzjoni

Fid-dawl ta’ dan, nissottometti b'rispett {i:

- It-tixrid tal-filmat segwa kronologija xierga u etika, billi ta prijorita lill-midja indipendenti;

- Il-kontenut tal-filmat kien informattiv u bl-ebda ma involva promozzjoni politika jew
partiggjana;

- {l-pubblikazzjoni fuq il-midja socjali personali tieghi kienet parti mid-dmirijiet ta'
komunikazzjoni ministerjali tieghi u kienet konsistenti mal-imgieba uffi¢jali;

- ll-branding u I-prezentazzjoni kollha kienu konformi mar-regolamenti rilevanti tar-
reklamar u l-istandards eti¢i.




Ghaldagstant, nitlob li din it-twegiba tigi kkunsidrata bis-shih, u li I-allegazzjoni ta' ksur tigi
kkunsidrata mill-gdid fid-dawl tal-fatti, I-iskeda ta' zmien, u I-linji gwida ¢citati hawnhekk, u
ghaldagstant jigi ddikkjarat li fl-ebda hin ma wettaqgt I-ebda ksur ta’ regoli etici kif gie addebitat
fis-sottoskritt.

Bir-rispett,

Chris Bonett



-Fiona Dingli o & Q

Thu, 17 Apr

Hey Fiona
Hope all is well!

| am writing to kindly ask if it would be possible to change the current feature that is playing to
the one | have attached in this email.

Please let me know if this can be arranged or if you need any additional information from my
end.

Kind regards,
BN 10:47 W/

® You deleted this message. 10:47

~ Forwarded

New bus routes.mxf
137.5 MB « mxf

New bus routes.mxf 5.4 »

Bongu Emma, 4050

dan minflokk reshaping your mobility hux hekk? q.54
yes please & 1050 &

ok dear thanks 1.5+



Sent: 17 April 2025 10:30 AM
To: Elton Abela at Netmedia
<elton.abela@netmedia.com.mt>
Subject: Change in Advertisment

Attachment available until 17 May 2025

Good morning Elton,

Hope you are okay!

| am writing to kindly ask if it would be possible
to change the current feature that is playing to
the one | have attached in this email.

Please let me know if this can be arranged or if
you need any additional information from my
end.

Kind regards,

Click to Download
New bus routes.mxf
137.5 MB



DOKUMENT 6

Kummissarju ghall-Istandards
fil-Hajja Pubblika

25 ta’ Novembru 2025

L-Onor. Dr Chris Bonett
Ministru ghat-Trasport, I-Infrastruttura u
x-Xoghlijiet Pubblici

Bl-email fug chris.bonett@gov.mt

Onorevoli Ministru,

Kaz K/076 dwar ix-xandir ta’ filmat uffi¢jali permezz
tal-pagna personali tieghek fuq Facebook

Nirreferi ghall-ittra tieghi datata 13 ta’ Mejju 2025 dwar il-kaz K/076, u r-
risposta tieghek datata 10 ta’ Gunju 2025.

Fir-risposta tieghek, inti infurmajtni li I-filmat li jiena ktibtlek dwaru tgassam
lill-istazzjonijiet NET TV u TVM fis-17 ta’ April 2025 bejn 1-10:30 u |-10:43 ta’
filghodu, filwagt li ttella” fug il-pagna tieghek fuq Facebook fis-14:00 ta’ wara
nofsinhar fl-istess jum.

Inti mitlub tindika jekk il-filmat attwalment ixxandarx minn NET TV u TVM, u fl-
affermattiv meta sar dan.

Naprezza twegiba sa mhux aktar tard mill-Gimgha 12 ta’ Dicembru 2025. Aktar
tard tista’ tintalab tikkonferma r-risposta tieghek bil-gurament.

Insellimlek,
|

Prim Imhallef Emeritu Joseph Azzopardi
Kummissarju ghall-Istandards fil-Hajja Pubblika

Ufficcju tal-Kummissarju ghall-Istandards fil-Hajja Pubblika, 11, Triq San Pawl, il-Belt Valletta VLT 1210, Malta
(+356) 2726 9593  office@standardscommissioner.mt  www.standardscommissioner.mt



DOKUMENT 7

Risposta tal-Ministru ghat-Trasport, I-Infrastruttura u x-Xoghlijiet Pubbli¢i

Re: Kaz K/076 dwar ix-xandir ta’ filmat ufficjali permezz tal-pagna personali tieghek fug
Facebook

Bir-rispett nissottometti dan li gej bhala risposta ghall-ittra tieghek datata 25 ta’ Novembru
2025:

1. i hekk kif sottomess minni fir-risposta tieghi datata 10 ta’ Gunju 2025, il-filmat in
kwistjoni gie mgassam lill-istazzjonijiet NET TV u TVM nhar is-17 t’April 2025 bejn
10:30:47 u 10:43:27;

2. i tajjeb insemmi wkol li dan il-filmat gie sottomess lill-istazzjon ONE ukoll, nhar is-17 t’
April fil-10:47;
3. llli sussegwentament, wara li dan il-filmat kien imgassam mill-Ministeru ghat-Trasport, |-

Infrastruttura u x-Xoghlijiet Pubbli¢i lill-Media indipendenti, beda jigi mxandar minn ONE
nhar |-20 t’April u minn TVM u NET nhar il-21 t’April f"hinijiet diversi. Dan qed jigi attestat
permezz ta’ Dok A li juri |-hinijiet li fih beda jigi mxandar il-filmat minn TVM, Dok B i juri
I-hinijiet li fih beda jigi mxandar il-filmat minn NET TV, u Dok € li juri I-hinijiet li fih beda
jigi mxandar il-filmat minn ONE;

4. lli I-ghazla li dan il-filmat jigi mxandar mill-media indipendenti tliet u erbat ijiem wara li
réevewh kienet espli¢citament decizjoni taghhom u bl-ebda mod direzzjoni tal-Ministeru
li jien nokkupa;

5. i bla pregudizzju ghas-sottomissjoni numru erbgha, tajjeb insemmi wkoll li s-17 t’April
2025 kien Hamis ix-Xirka, it-18 t’April kienet il-Gimgha I-Kbira u allura festa pubblika, u I-
20 t'April kien I-Ghid il-Kbir u allura wkoll festa pubblika u ghalhekk ma neskludix li dawn
ic-Cirkostanzi kienu kontributorji sabiex dan il-filmat in kwistjoni jigi mxandar mill-media
indipendenti fid-dati hawn fuq citati;

6. Illi oltre mai, dan ma jikkompromettix il-pozizzjoni tal-Ministeru illi mexa mad-dmir tas-
servizz pubbliku u li ra li jinforma lill-pubbliku, permezz ta” media imparzjali u
indipendenti ferm QABEL ma gie ppubblikat il-kontenut fuq il-pagna personali tieghi, u
¢ioe nhar is-17 t'April fis-14:00, u jigifieri izjed minn tliet sieghat wara li dan il-filmat
wasal ghand l-istazzjonijiet indipendenti;



7. Fid-dawl ta’ dan nerga’ ghal darb’ ofra nissottometti li I-ebda precedenza ma nghatat
ghal ghanijiet personali jew partiggjani permezz tat-tgassim ta’ dan il-kontenut in
kwistjoni.

Ghaldagstant, nitlob li din it-twegiba tigi kkunsidrata bis-shih, flimkien mar-risposta tieghi
sottomessa lilek nhar I-10 ta’ Gunju 2025, u ghaldagstant jigi ddikkjarat li fl-ebda hin ma wettaqt
I-ebda ksur ta’ regoli etici kif gie addebitat fis-sottoskritt.

Bir-rispett,

Annessi:

Dok A — Skeda TVM
Dok B —Skeda NET TV

Dok C — Skeda ONE



The Authority of Transport Malta

DOK A

<> PBS |

11th December 2025

| Date Aired | Time Aired |Program Advert

21/04/2025 17:20:00  MAGIC TRANSPORT MALTA AD 5

21/04/2025 15:57:00 MAGIC TRANSPORT MALTA AD 5

21/04/2025 13:30:00  MAGIC TRANSPORT MALTA AD 5

21/04/2025 11:20:00 MAGIC TRANSPORT MALTA AD 5

21/04/2025 10:20:00  MAGIC TRANSPORT MALTA AD 5

21/04/2025 12:20:00 MAGIC TRANSPORT MALTA FERRIES KOTTONERA ENG
21/04/2025 17:20:00 MAGIC TRANSPORT MALTA FERRIES KOTTONERA MLT
21/04/2025 08:20:00 MAGIC TRANSPORT MALTA FERRIES SLIEMA ENG
21/04/2025 06:40:00 MAGIC TRANSPORT MALTA FERRIES SLIEMA MLT
21/04/2025 18:50:48 MOHHOKHEMM TM RESHAPING OUR MOBILITY

21/04/2025 20:43:43  NEWS20:00 TM RESHAPING OUR MOBILITY

mir. Karl Calamatta

anager Sales Administration

Public Broadcasting Serwvices Limited



] o
media.link Tel: +356 21 243 641 Fax: Company Registration Number: C 6170
I I l ‘ la. 1 I I communications +356 21 243 640 Email: VAT Registration Number: 1046-4101

company limited infol@netmedia.com.mt
COMMUNICATIONS | conmi
Triq Herbert Ganado WWW netnews.com.mt
Pieta PTA 1450
Malta
9" November 2025 DOK B

Campaign: TM Bus Routes (BO 5584)

This is to certify that the TV advert was aired on the dates and time appearing below on NET TV.

21-4-2025 TM Bus Routes | 7.30pm 19:23:37
11pm 22:55:41
22-4-2025 7.30pm 19:24:56
11pm 22:50:08
23-4-2025 7.30pm 19:26:25
1lpm 22:40:30
24-4-2025 7.30pm 19:24:44
11pm 22:46:01
25-4-2025 7.30pm 19:23:49
11pm 00:05:26
26-4-2005 | [730pm  [19:2830
11pm 23:36:23
27-4-2025 7.30pm 19:24:39
11pm 23:39:33
28-4-2025 7.30pm 19:26:04
11pm 22:58:57
29-4-2025 7.30pm 19:23:53
11pm 22:41:02
30-4-2025 7.30pm 19:25:14
11pm - | 22:42:220
1-5-2025 7.30pm 19:22:35
11pm 22:25:24
2-5-2025 7.30pm 19:24:52
11pm 22:46:52
3-5-2025 7.30pm 19:25:21
11pm 22:42:41
4-5-2025 7.30pm 19:25:57
11lpm 22:41:53

Best regards,

/

Elton Abela

Head of Sales
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DOK C

Productions
Limited

e

11 December 2025

Dear Mr Robert Cauchi,

1 hereby confirm that One Productions Ltd. has aired the ‘NEW BUS ROUTES” on ONE tv for the month of April 2025.

TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 20/04/2025 19:30 News ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 20/04/2025 23:30 News  ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 21/04/2025 19:30 News  ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 21/04/2025 23:30 News  ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 22/04/2025 19:30 News  ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 22/04/2025 23:30 News ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 23/04/2025 19:30 News  ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 23/04/2025 23:30 News  ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 24/04/2025 19:30 News  ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 24/04/2025 23:30 News ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 25/04/2025 19:30 News  ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 25/04/2025 23:30 News  ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 26/04/2025 19:30 News  ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 26/04/2025 23:30 News  ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 27/04/2025 19:30 News ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 27/04/2025 23:30 News  ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 28/04/2025 19:30 News ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 28/04/2025 23:30 News ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 29/04/2025 19:30 News  ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 29/04/2025 23:30 News  ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 30/04/2025 19:30 News ADV_034306 1.00
TV011772 New Bus Routes - 41" 30/04/2025 23:30 News  ADV_034306 1.00
Thanks and regards,

SALES DEPARTMENT

Productions
Limrted k

A28B, Industrial Estate,
Marsa MRS3000 Malta

one.com.mt

one

Suzanne Chetcuti
Administration
One Productions Ltd.

ONE PRODUCTIONS LTD

A288, Industrial Estate, Marsa Company Number: C12946

MRS 2000. MALTA VAT: MT12644223

Tel: {+356) 2568 2568 Web: info@one.com.mt IBAN: MT55VALL220130600600040012152212
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