
Code of Ethics of Members of the House of Representatives 

This code of ethics appears as the first schedule of the Standards in Public Life Act (chapter 
570 of the laws of Malta). It is reproduced here as a stand-alone document for ease of 
reference. An earlier version of the code appears in the schedule of the House of 
Representatives (Privileges and Powers) Ordinance (chapter 113 of the laws of Malta). 

 

1.  A member of the House of Representatives shall at all times, both inside and outside 
the House, conduct himself in a manner which reflects the status and dignity of the House of 
Representatives. 

2.  A member of the House of Representatives shall adhere to the spirit and letter of the 
rules of the House of Representatives and to the rules of duly constituted committees thereof 
as contained in the Standing Orders of the House or any resolution approved by the House of 
Representatives. 

3.  Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-article (2) of article 5 of this Schedule, a 
member of the House of Representatives may not receive any remuneration or compensation 
under whatever form for his work as a member of the House of Representatives, except for 
his official remuneration as a member. 

4.  While a member of the House of Representatives is in duty bound to relay the 
complaints of his constituents and to make representations in their name to Government 
authorities, the Member is expected not to use any improper influence, threats or undue 
pressure in the course of his duties. 

5.  (1)  Every member of the House of Representatives will annually at the time 
established by the Speaker of the House of Representatives indicate in a register which will 
be purposely kept by the Speaker, which register shall be open to inspection by the public: 

(a)  his work or profession, and if he is employed, the identity of his employer; 

(b)  his own immovable property, that of his spouse if the community of 
acquests applies, that of his minor children as well as, if he so wishes, the 
manner of its acquisition and of its use; 

(c)  shares in commercial companies, investments including money deposited 
in banks and any other form of pecuniary interest; 

(d)  directorships or other official positions in commercial companies, 
associations, boards, co-operatives or other groups, even if voluntary 
associations. 

 (2)  A member of the House of Representatives –  

(a)  who has a professional interest, including work interest consultancy, 
management or any form of connection, pecuniary or otherwise, with 
persons, groups or companies, that have a direct interest in legislation 
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before the House, shall declare his interest in the House, at the first 
opportunity, before a vote is taken on the Second Reading of a Bill; 

(b)  shall not accept gifts from persons, groups or companies that had any 
direct or indirect intent in legislation before the House of Representatives; 

(c)  shall accept no honorarium for a speech, writing or publication, or other 
similar activity from any person, organisation or companies in excess of 
the usual and customary value for such services; 

(d)  who has made a visit outside Malta, financed in whole or in part by one 
person, group or company which has a direct interest in legislation before 
the House, shall declare the fact in a register purposely kept by the 
Speaker, and accessible to the public; 

(e)  is expected to report to the Speaker and to the competent authorities any 
attempt at corruption, pressure or undue influence by third persons, 
aimed at influencing his conduct as a member. 

6.  Reference shall not be made in professional, occupational or business matters to 
membership of the House of Representatives which in any way can give undue advantage to 
a member. 


